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Some Americans are carrying criticism
of the Central Intej\lgence Agency a bit too
far. The attacks, which are now sporadic
and probably harmless, could mushroom
into a movement to do away with the vast
information-gathering organization or at
least to render its operations ineffective.

The latest.. and most . Yicious assault

has Peeri made by a group of New Eng-
land colle, professors and&wn’cers in a
h@lf—pa ¢ ad in the: New,.(York Times. The
group charges that the CIA “blundered in
an inexcusable and almost inconceivable

00 Much Criticism W

way” in the Cuban affair. It scores the .

agency for, of all things, acting in secrecy.

. As if an intelligence agency, which by its

very nature is secret, could perform its -

delicate tasks any other way!

The most voluminous criticism of the
CIA previously was that precipitated by
the Powers U-2 flight on the eve of last
year’s Eisenhower-Khpushchev meeting in
Paris. Then -the agency was accused of

. being so secret that not even the President
. knew what it was up to.

" But in both cases, a. regt dearl is not
kol "Rbout th’é'”CIA’ e ?)%ﬁ-’

menf ’I‘he necessary Secrecy in whith the
organization must work has prevented it

from offering a convincing defense of it- '

self.
Two things are worth notmg, however.

One is that in both the U-2 and the Cuban

cases, the President assumed full blame

for the decision causing the trouble. There -

has been a growing acceptance of the pos-
sibility that President Eisenhower did, as
Soviet Premier Khrushchev claimed, ap-
prove not only of the U-2 flights in gen-
eral but the specific one that landed Spy
Pilot Powers in Russian hands. The fac-
tors behind this and the Cuban decision by
President Kennedy constitute the missing
evidence without which the public can’t
pass judgment fairly.
The other thing to be mnoted is that
. strange a§May seemmComrade Khrush-
chev hkes the CIA even less—Judgmg from

. i his frequent “outbursfs against it—than do

some of its American critics. It is interest-

ing, too, though not necessarily signifi-
cant, that many qof th pollcles su%gested
for the United. S@;qs BY.165, O Yerities
/ also happen to co1nc1d Jgth 05k sug-
gested by g o
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